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On Nov. 9, the Chamber of Deputies ratified the election of Ernesto Zedillo of the governing
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) as Mexico's 62nd president. The session lasted more than 17
hours, as nearly 90 legislators from the four parties in the Chamber of Deputies issued statements
supporting or opposing Zedillo's election. Zedillo, who received about 50% of the vote during the
Aug. 21 elections, is scheduled to take office on Dec. 1. The final rubberstamp of the election was
widely expected because of the PRI's overwhelming majority in the Chamber of Deputies. The
move to ratify Zedillo's election was supported by 300 of the total 500 members of the Chamber
of Deputies, including all members of the PRI and a handful of legislators from the Labor Party
(Partido del Trabajo, PT). Another 120 deputies (mostly from the National Action Party, PAN)
abstained from voting, while the other remaining votes (mostly by deputies from the Democratic
Revolution Party, PRD) opposed the ratification.
Unlike the vote to ratify the 1988 elections won by current President Carlos Salinas de Gortari, PRD
and PAN members this time did not claim outright fraud by the PRI. During the 1988 elections,
computer equipment used by electoral authorities "mysteriously" malfunctioned at a time when
PRD candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas was said to be ahead of Salinas at the polls. After the
computer system was restored, Salinas shot ahead of Cardenas. This provoked the PRD to charge
massive fraud in that election.

Cardenas calls for interim president
Stricter security measures this year helped avoid another "computer failure," leaving opposition
deputies with little evidence to charge outright fraud. Instead, PRD and PAN members during the
debate over ratification this year drew attention to inconsistencies in the voter registration lists,
the buying of votes, and coercion of voters to elect the PRI. The only charge of outright fraud this
year was levied by Cardenas himself, who gathered supporters in Mexico City's central square two
days before the ratification vote. At the rally, Cardenas charged that Zedillo cannot legitimately take
office on Dec. 1 because the PRI won the election fraudulently. "There was really no election, since
citizens went to vote but not to elect," he said.
As an alternative to Zedillo's inauguration, Cardenas called for the appointment of an interim
president and demanded new elections. National and international observers who monitored the
elections said there were some irregularities, but they were not sufficient to alter the overall results.
Political columnists expressed varied opinions opposing or supporting Cardenas. Among those
criticizing the PRD was F. Bartolome of Reforma newspaper. "The PRD members are leaving
the impression that, since they did not win, they are resorting to post-electoral tantrums to press
senseless positions," he said. "Rather than enhance its position, the PRD only loses ground."
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On the other hand, Miguel Angel Granados Chapa, also a columnist with Reforma, suggested that
the whole ratification process was a charade, since the PRI's majority in the Chamber of Deputies
precluded a meaningful debate. Meanwhile, in another election related development, PRI officials
on Nov. 14 conceded defeat in at least 14 mayoral races during the Nov. 13 elections in Veracruz
state. According to the Mexico City daily newspaper Reforma, the losses included the three large
cities of Veracruz, Orizaba, and Cordoba, although final election results must yet be published.
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